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Comparative Genocides (HSS 404) 





Instructor: Deborah Morrison-Santana 
Contact Information: dmorriso@njit.edu or deborah.morrison@rutgers.edu  
Office Hours: Wednesdays 11:30-12:30pm (in Cullimore 324)  
 
Course Description: Genocide has existed throughout human history, even though the crime did not receive a 
name until the mid-20th century.  Even after its inception, the United Nations Genocide Convention, the only 
legally binding international law to combat genocide, has fallen victim to political indifference and local and 
international moral failures.  As states are often either fully complicit or unable or unwilling to act to stop 
genocides occurring within their own borders, the political climate is especially important to investigate to 
understand how and when genocides occur.  This course is designed to help students define, analyze, and 
compare genocides across time and scope.   
 
Course Readings: *** All readings are available on Canvas *** 
 Excerpts from: 
• Centuries of Genocide 
• The Rape of Nanking 
• The Hitler Myth 
• Between Dignity and Despair 
• Fires of Hatred 
• Hard Choices 
• Newspaper articles 
• Academic Journal Essays 
• …and others 
 
Assignments (full rubrics will be given for each assignment at least two weeks prior to their due dates): 
• Tests: There will be two unit tests during the semester and one final exam.  All exams will be in 
essay format. 
• Weekly Newspaper Article Essays: 
o Each week, you are required to write a 3-page paper comparing a recent news article 
(from within that week) to our week’s topic.  The full rubric for these essays is on page 
three of this syllabus. 
• Final Presentation: Each student will present on one genocide at the end of class that we did not 
cover during the semester.  This will be a 10-minute visual presentation with accompanying 
summary (and sources).  A full rubric will be handed out and discussed in class. 
 
Grading: 
Attendance/Participation: 20% (200 points) 
Tests: 20% (10% each – 200 points total) 
Weekly Writing Assignments – 30% (25 points each – 300 points total) 
Final Presentation: 10% (100 points) 









1. Attendance is mandatory for this course and will be taken each class.  Missing classes without proper 
documentation (i.e. a doctor’s note) will affect your participation grade.  You are only allowed 5 
absences (excused or unexcused), and any more will result in a failing grade for the course.  If you do 
miss a class, it is your responsibility to get notes from a fellow student on what you missed (do not email 
me asking what you missed).  Excessive lateness will also affect this grade. 
 
2. No personal technology devices allowed in class.  This means no cell phones, iPads, laptops, or any 
other kinds of electronic devices (unless needed for medical reasons, with the proper documentation).  If 
you are caught using your phone or another device, you will lose participation credit for the day.  
Continuous use of these technologies will result in being asked to leave the classroom and lose 
participation credit for the day. 
 
3. Academic Dishonesty: Taking the words and ideas of another and presenting them as your own without 
proper use of citation constitutes plagiarism and it is considered grounds for receiving an “F” for the 
course and suspension/expulsion from the university. All students are required to uphold the honor code.  
Please see NJIT’s Academic Integrity Policy.  Additionally, you cannot hand in any assignments that 
you have completed for a different course. 
 
4. Students should present official medical or legal documentation if they cannot fulfill any part of the 
course requirements.  Exceptions will only be made under extraordinary circumstances such as serious 
illness and/or legal obligations.   
 
5. Open Communication: I am always available to help you succeed in this course. You may see me 
during my office hours or reach me through email. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any 
questions or concerns.  Additionally, it is inappropriate for any parents to contact any professor about 
your grade, and there are laws that prohibit such communication. 
 
6. Your grade is your responsibility and is non-negotiable.  If you need a specific grade for your GPA, 
financial aid, academic standing, personal reasons, etc., you need to earn that grade by following the 
guidelines presented in this syllabus.  Please do not contact me after the semester asking/begging for a 
better grade. 
 
7. Please be respectful of everyone in the class, including me.  If you are being disrespectful, you will be 
asked to leave. 
 
8. Do not plan a mid-semester vacation that would cause you to miss an exam or leave campus before the 
end of the university’s final exam end date, requiring a different exam date.  This will not be 












Weekly Newspaper Article Essays: 
There are many critical international issues happening in the world today that are directly related to historical 
events or eras we’ve discussed in this class.  For these essays, you must find a recent news article (from a 
credible source – email me if you are unsure of a source) about a current event (written within the week of the 
topics we are covering) and write a paper about how the article relates to the topics discussed that week.  These 
are not informative papers, but rather you must use critical thinking to discuss how the current event you choose 
is related to the topics we’ve discussed that week and how it differs.  Compare and contrast the present with the 
past using course readings, lectures, and outside sources if necessary, to supplement your paper.  Any 
supplemental sources should not be the main focus of your paper; your analysis of the chose article is. 
 
Cite everything with footnotes (with full bibliographic information in them and single-spaced) 
 
*** Your answer must be about 3 full pages (no less), typed, DOUBLE SPACED, and 12-point Times New 
Roman font, one-inch margins. You will be graded on content, grammar, punctuation, and following directions.  
Remember, these essays make up a large portion of your grade, so it is important that you do them each week; 
failure to do so will result in failing the course.  They should be well-thought out responses with a beginning, 
middle, and end in each.  
 
These papers are due weekly by Sundays at 11:59pm 
and must be on that week’s topic – The course schedule is color-coated so that you know which two 
topics need to be covered for each paper. 
LATE PAPERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED for any reason. No exceptions. 
 
Guidelines: 
• Find an article from a credible source – avoid 24-hour news channels (Fox News, CNN, MSNBC, etc.)… If you are 
unsure of your source, please email me.  Also, do not use op-eds (opinion pieces), as they are not investigative journalism. 
• Be specific. I want you to really think about your articles and your responses to them and how they fit into our 
course. 
• Avoid replacing arguments with examples.  Use examples to illustrate a general claim, not as a replacement for 
them.  Examples by themselves tend toward selection bias and hasty generalizations. 
• I am interested in content, not clever rhetorical flourish.  Thus, avoid filler material… DO NOT USE BLOCK 
QUOTES FROM THE ARTICLES OR READINGS.  Direct quotes should be no longer than 2 sentences, 
MAXIMUM. 
• IF YOU DO NOT CITE, EVEN WHEN YOU PARAPHRASE, IT WILL BE CONSIDERED PLAGIARISM. 
PLAGIARIZED PAPERS WILL BE PENALIED EITHER BY AN F ON THE PAPER OR THE COURSE 
AND WILL BE REPORTED TO THE DEAN. 
• PROOFREAD YOUR PAPER.  You will be marked off for typos, punctuation errors, and/or major 
disorganization. 
• The heading of your paper should be your name ONLY. 
• 1-inch margins all around 
• The paper is to be 3 pages long. Not less… (No cover page). 
• You cannot submit something you’ve already handed in for any other course.  Doing so will result in a failing 
grade for the assignment. 
 
*** SUBMIT YOUR PAPERS THROUGH TURN-IT-IN ON CANVAS *** 
If you are having an issue submitting your paper, email it to me before the deadline, and then 






DATE TOPIC READINGS DUE
W 1/22 Introduction
M 1/28
A Crime Without a Name - Raphael Lemkin & 
(Legally) Defining Genocide "An Epitaph for Raphael Lemkin"; Lemkin article
W 1/30 Political Ideologies & International Law Straus - "Politcal Science and Genocide" #1
M 2/3 Native Americans in California (1880s) "The Genocide of California's Yana Indians"
W 2/5 Herero & Nama (1904-1907) New York Times  article #2
M 2/10 Armenian Genocide (1915-1923) Armenian genocide chapter
W 2/12 Ukraine Famine (1931-1933) "Deleting the Holodomor"
M 2/17 The Rape of Nanking (1937-1938) The Rape of Nanking  excerpt & NPR article #4
W 2/19
M 2/24 Origin & Rise of the Nazis (1920s-1930s) The Hitler Myth excerpt
W 2/26 The Holocaust of the Jews (1933-1945)  Between Dignity & Despair  excerpt #5
M 3/2 Other Victims of the Holocaust (1939-1945) This Way to the Gas, Ladies and Gentlemen excerpt 
W 3/4
United Nations Genocide Convention & the 
beginning of the Cold War UNGC #6
M 3/9 Cambodian Genocide (1975-1979) Kiernan - "The Cambodian Genocide"
W 3/11 Saddam's Iraq vs. the Kurds (1980s) "The Anfal Operations in Iraqi Kurdistan" #7
3/16-3/20
M 3/24 Genocide in Guatemala (1981-1983)
"Guatemala: Acts of Genocide and Scorched-earth 
Counterinsurgency War" #8
W 3/26
M 3/30 Bosnian Genocide (1992-1995) "A Brief History of Ethnic Cleansing"
W 4/1 Rwanda pt. 1 (1994) "Explaining the 1994 Genocide in Rwanda" #9
M 4/6 Rwanda pt. 2 (1994) Romeo Dallaire's chapter in Hard Choices
W 4/8 East Timor & Kosovo (1998) Kofi Annan's "Two Kinds of Sovereignty" #10
M 4/13 The Responsibilty to Protect R2P
W 4/15 Darfur Totten "Darfur" article #11
M 4/20 Yazidis and ISIS
"ISIS genocide against the Yazidis and mass violence in the 
Middle East"
W 4/22 Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar
HRC Fact-Finding Mission Report; Suu Kyi's ICC 
testimony #12
M 4/27 *class presentations *




Last Day of Class!!! *class presentations* and Final Exam Review
Spring 2020 - Comparative Genocides (subject to change)




COVID-19 Addendum:  
Each week, a new module will be released here on Canvas that will include the readings, discussion forums, any videos (including 
recorded lectures), and tests/papers that may be due.  In these notes sections, I will outline what is due for the week.  I highly 
recommend going through the course material in the order that I put them up.  I am also including some extra videos and readings, and 
they will be marked with OPTIONAL, in case you want to continue learning about any given topic. 
I have designed this online version to be a 6-week online course. 
Each week a new module will appear (at 12:00am Mondays), and you have until Sundays at 11:59pm to complete all of the tasks for 
the week (recorded lectures, papers, discussion contributions, and tests, when applicable).  I highly recommend that you give yourself 
at least 4-5 hours per week to work through the course material, view lectures and videos, and complete assignments. 
For assessments, you are required to contribute to the discussion forums each week.  This will be considered your participation for the 
week.  You must respond to my main post and also to another student's response for full participation credit.  Your posts must be 
substantial and address the readings and recorded lectures/videos.  Your responses should also be robust and not just "I agree." 
Our paper schedule will remain the same. They should be uploaded to the assignment link in that week's module, which will run them 
through Turn-It-In. 
We will also be doing our tests online, and they will be a link in the module.  They will be timed, only one question will appear at a 
time, and you cannot go back and adjust an answer after you have submitted it and moved on to the next one. 
I am available for virtual "office hours" if you need to discuss anything that we are covering or our course in general.  Please email 





"The Anfal Operations in Iraqi Kurdistan"
Guatemala Genocide Case
"A Brief History of Ethnic Cleansing"
 "Denying the Bosnia Genocide, Despite DNA Evidence"
"Explaining the 1994 Genocide in Rwanda" #9
Romeo Dallaire's chapter in Hard Choices
"The interventions of 1999 - Kosovo and East Timor" 
Kofi Annan's "Two Kinds of Sovereignty"; 
Totten "Darfur" article #11
"ISIS genocide against the Yazidis and mass violence 
in the Middle East"





East Timor, Kosovo (1998)
Darfur (2003-2005)
Saddam's Iraq vs. the Kurds (1980s)
Genocide in Guatemala (1981-1983)
Paper #12; Discussion Contributions








Yazidis in Iraq (2014)
Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar (2016 - present)
Paper #8; Discussion Contributions; 
Test #2
Paper #9, Discussion Contributions
Paper #10; Discussion Contributions
Paper #11; Discussion Contributions
